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Germany obtained the concession to build the great railway Germany
to Baghdad. This gave her influence in Near Eastern Europe, Turkey
and she began to lay the foundations for her alliance with
the Turk.

Britain meanwhile felt herself " isolated " in the wrong
sense. The Boer War showed her most plainly how un-
popular she was on the Continent, and she began to think
that she had better seek for friends. Germany was most
clearly formidable, and she was also unfriendly.

Great Britain, therefore, made the momentous decision
to join the other side.  In 1904 she embarked on what was Policy of
known as the Entente Cordiale with France.  That is to say, BrftSn
she became friendly with France, though no definite alliance
was made.   This was perhaps intended to warn Germany Entente
what hostility to England might involve.                              cordiaie

Then came the Russo-Japanese War (1904), which again
had an unforeseen effect. Britain had been pro-Japanese,
but the total defeat of Russia removed fears of Russian
aggression. So Britain accepted Russia as a friend, while
herself making a treaty with Japan (1905). Thus the begin-
ning of the century saw Europe divided into two " armed
camps ", and never has there been a greater demonstration
of the untruth in the saying, " if you wish for peace, make
ready for war ". European powers all began to arm, but
their efforts for peace were not to succeed.

So angry and threatening was the situation, that when the
Liberals came into power in 1906, they began to accentuate The race
the " race for armaments ". Germany had voted unheard- mentsma"
of millions for her naval budget, and now Great Britain
followed suit. Threats of war began to be bandied about,
the Kaiser making his famous speeches as to Germany's
" shining armour " and " sword rattling in the scabbard ".
Looking back, we must think that Germany was deliberately
provocative, though we cannot now tell whether she wished
for war, or thought she could gain her ends by threats and
bluff.